Act Two p. 1006

THINKING ABOUT THE SELECTION 

Recalling

1.  According to the Stage Manager, what happens just after high school commencement?

“They suddenly feel themselves fit to be married” (993).

2.  Why is Mrs. Gibbs concerned about how George will get along after he is married?

Mrs. Gibbs has been taking care of George for his entire life.  She is afraid that Emily won’t remind him to wear warm clothes, and George will “catch his death of cold within a week” (995).

3.  Why does Mrs. Webb refuse to let George see Emily on the morning of the wedding?

According to superstition, “the groom can’t see his bride on his wedding day, not until he sees her in church” (996).

4.  What scene do George and Emily re-create for the audience before the wedding?

They flash back to the day they knew they were romantically interested in each other (1000).

5.  (a) About what does George complain immediately before the wedding?

He says he doesn’t want to grow old (1003).

(b) About what does Emily complain?

Emily says she never felt so alone in her whole life (1003), and she want to stay for awhile just as she is (1004).  

Interpreting

6.  (a) How does  the Stage Manager make marriage seem like part of a natural process in his opening comments?

The stage manager prefaces his remarks with a series of natural images, such as the sun, the seasons, and the weather, and then says that nature pushes young people to fall in love and get married.

(b) How does he make marriage seem inevitable?

He says that nature contrives it to be so and that nearly everybody gets married.

(c) To what other inevitable event does he refer in his discussion of marriage?  

He also says death is inevitable.

7.  How do the parents’ reminiscences about their own weddings reinforce the depiction of marriage as a part of the natural cycle?

The fright and worry that the parents felt is repeated by their children.

8.  What is the Stage Manager implying about life in Grover’s Corners when he quotes Edgar Lee Masters?

He is suggesting that although life in Grover’s Corners can be difficult, people live it with energy and intensity, and as a result, they love their lives.

Applying

9.  How have people’s attitudes toward marriage changed since the time in which the action of Our Town occurs?

· People don’t think of marriage as being inevitable anymore.

· People often wait until they are older to marry.

· Modern people are more likely to marry and do something else at the same time (play baseball, teach school, go to college).

ANALYZING LITERATURE

Understanding Characterization

Characterization is the means by which a writer reveals a character’s personality.  Most playwrights must develop characters solely through dialogue and action.  In Our Town, however, Wilder uses the Stage Manager to provide important details about the characters and to comment on their behavior.  

1.  Find three details about the characters that the Stage Manager provides in the first two acts.

Answer in teacher’s guide: (1) The citizens of Grover’s Corners are not very remarkable. (2) They like to know the facts about everybody. (3) Most of them get married.

I believe we could use any three details from our character notes.

2.  What does the conversation between George and Emily during the engagement scene reveal about each of their personalities?

· They are both shy.

· He is conceited and unadventurous.

· She expects men, but not women, to be perfect.

· He feels that women are naturally good, whereas men are not.

· He appreciates it when his friends are honest and thinks a special friend is more important than education.

3.  What does the behavior of George and Emily at the altar reveal about each character?

Both are afraid of change; they say they don’t want to grow up.

CRITICAL THINKING AND READING

Understanding a Character’s Motivation

In addition to developing a character’s personality, a writer must provide a motivation, or a stated or implied reason, for the character’s behavior.  In Our Town, for example, George and Emily’s decision to marry is clearly motivated in part by their affection for each other.

1.  What additional motivation for their decision is suggested by the Stage Manager’s comments about marriage?

Getting married is the natural thing to do.

2.  How is this additional motivation reflected in the fact that Emily and George never actually declare their love for each other in the engagement scene?

It suggests that they are not necessarily motivated by love.

3.  What is the cause of their feeling s of panic at the altar?

They are frightened of the change represented by this rite of passage into adulthood, and perhaps, they are not sure if they are really in love with each other.

UNDERSTANDING LANGUAGE

Completing Word Analogies

Word analogy items on vocabulary tests ask you to see the relationship between words.  Two common relationships are similarities and differences.  Synonyms are words that have similar meanings; antonyms are words that have opposite, or different, meanings.  

Identify the relationship in the first pair of words in each item below.  Then complete the second pair in each item with a word expressing the same relationship.  

1.  flutter: quiver   ::   commencement : ________________
(synonyms)

a. beginning
b.  decision
c.  ending
d.  festival

2.  intermission: break   ::   contriving : __________________
(synonyms)

a. developing
b. pleasing
c. scheming
d. continuing

3.  hurling : catching    ::    gangling : ____________________
(antonyms)

a. stocky
b. lanky

c. athletic
d. healthy

4.  reluctantly : eagerly   ::   alacrity : _______________________
(antonyms)

a. liveliness
b.  hesitation
c. surprise
d. clumsiness

alacrity means “liveliness and eagerness”

5.  abrupt : sudden   ::   muse : _________________
(synonyms)

a. conclude
b. write

c. disorder
d. ponder
THINKING AND WRITING

Writing a Dialogue

Write a dialogue that reveals the personalities of two or more characters.  Start by listing the traits that each of your characters will possess.  When you write your dialogue, focus on making it seem natural and realistic.  After revising your dialogue, share it with your classmates and have them comment on its effectiveness.

